soldier's patriotism and belief in individualism struggled against the current of an ever stronger Marxian socialism. After the First World War, Blatchford became even more nationalistic while his socialistic impulses grew weaker. The Clarion died slowly and did not expire until 1935. (Sharp-eyed viewers of the 1981 Academy Award film, Chariots of Fire, may have noticed an advertisement for The Clarion in the next-to-last scene, when one of the triumphant British athletes returned from the 1924 Olympic Games.)
Despite the long twilight of his career, Blatchford deserves to be remembered. Through The Clarion and his books, Blatchford suggested an unsystematic but positive variety of socialism which avoided malice and rancorous class consciousness. His simply written publications attracted readers who had benefited from the rapid growth of literacy after government reforms of education began in 1870. These readers included ambitious members of the lower middle class and artisans who desired self-improvement. While advocating good nutrition, worthwhile literature, and exercise (especially the brand new pastime of cycling), Blatchford also urged his readers to avoid alcohol and tobacco.
Blatchford's socialism was personal, and his ideas were suggestive rather than detailed. He hated plutocratic greed and selfishness but wanted a more equal distribution of wealth to be achieved by legislation rather than force. He stressed worker self-improvement, not class consciousness. British to the core, he had no use for suggestions of a worldwide workers movement. After being warned of Germany's intentions before 1914, he supported the British effort in the First World War.
It is pleasant to imagine the thrill experienced by clerks who were able to escape from stuffy, crowded London for a few hours by bicycling into the still unspoiled Surrey or Kent countryside. And Blatchford's advice concerning good literature helped industrial workers to spend their leisure time constructively. In this we see Blatchford's acknowledged indebtedness to the idea of his older socialist contemporary, William Morris, that life should be harmonious.
Labor unrest around 1910 caused British socialism to become more sharpedged. The 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia furthered this development, and after the war, militant, class-conscious Marxism became increasingly powerful. The decade of the 1920s in Great Britain, unlike in the United States, was marked by economic stagnation and a hardening of attitudes on the part of both management and labor. This distressed Blatchford, who now referred to himself as a Tory Democrat. He supported the emollient Conservative Prime Minister, Stanley Baldwin, who preached social harmony and the reconciliation of class differences. Blatchford was now regarded as an apostate by younger socialists, and this suggests another reason for historians' neglect of his career. His reputation suffered a similar fate as that of Ramsay MacDonald, the Labour Party Prime Minister in 1924 and 1929. After forming a coalition government with Conservatives in order to fight the Depression, MacDonald was vilified by his former comrades, and for forty years after his death, no adequate biography of him was published.
Blatchford's direct, confidential style of writing resembled that of another socialist, George Bernard Shaw, but Blatchford's was simpler and lacked Shaw's irony and range of vocabulary. Like George Orwell, Blatchford had faith in the good sense of working people, but he shrank from that willingness to confront harsh reality, which is a salient feature of the author of Homage to Catalonia and 1984. Some of Blatchford's views were similar to those of G.K. Chesterton's intrusive prejudices and artful use of paradox. Again, Blatchford's ideas were influenced by William Morris; he owed little or nothing to Karl Marx.
If anyone typified "socialism with a human face," it was Blatchford. He is an admirable figure for those who value human sympathy above logical rigor. Recently, the British Labour Party has modified considerably its attitude toward class struggle. Now it may be time for a thorough evaluation of the nonagenarian, whose homely appeals to the best in people, contrasting with the doctrinaire assertiveness of this century of ideology. * * * John Osborne donated the following books by and about Robert Blatchford to the Rutgers University Libraries: 
